
Key Stage 3 - Performing Arts: Music  

The overarching aim for Music at Key Stage 3 is to engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of 
music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense 
of achievement. We explore a range of music from across the world and pupils are challenged 
to consider the different cultures, beliefs and history that can inspire them. 

 

Year 7 Autumn Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  

Introduction to Music:  

Introducing the key skills for musical 
performance and appreciation 
including singing, keyboard skills, guitar 
skills, the initial elements of music, 
pitch, dynamics and tempo, and treble 
clef notes.  

Rhythm and Time Signatures:  

Using xylophones to learn about note 
names and values and improvising. 
Then onto keyboards to learn about 
time signatures and perform chords 
sequences.  

Programme Music and Graphic 
Notation:  

Analysing the features of Programme 
Music through studying and performing 
motifs from Peter and the Wolf. 
Composing character themes and 
performing their own piece of 
Programme Music in pairs.  

Learning alternative methods of writing 
and performing music via Graphic 
Notation.  

Year 8 Autumn Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  

Structure & Tonality and African Music:  

Understanding the building blocks of 
music. How music is laid out and the 
different types of keys used in music.  

Learning to sing and perform on African 
percussion instruments. Beginning to 
improvise and work as an ensemble. 

Reggae and Film Music:  

Learning the features of Reggae and 
performing classic reggae songs while 
developing their singing and keyboard 
skills.  

Analysing the Elements of Music in film 
music and performing the iconic motifs 
from James Bond  

Gamelan and Cuban Music:  

Learning the features of Indonesian 
Gamelan and Cuban music. Performing 
in groups to develop ensemble skills 
while focusing on rhythm and accuracy.  

Year 9 Autumn Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  

Cover Songs and Song Writing:  

Building on the Elements of Music and 
how to analyse what you hear. 
Performing on the keyboard with 2 
hands and singing in a group. Writing 
your own lyrics and melodies and 
composing chords sequences for a 
group song.  

The Blues:  

Learning the features and performance 
skills required to play the Blues. 
Deepening your singing and ensemble. 
Learning to improvise on the keyboard 
and play the drum kit in a swing style.  

Samba Music:  

Developing your ensemble, keyboard 
and percussion skills. Consolidating 
the skills learnt throughout Key Stage 3 
in Music and giving all students the 
skills to take GCSE Music if they wish.  

 


