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Heathland Mensa Record featured
on National News

Y

World Class Status for
Heathland

Nauman Nadeem interviewed on Channel
5 News

L-R: Cllr. Tom Bruce, Mr Gill, Liam Gourlay, Sana Ahmed,
Taranvir Sekhon, Cllr. Nisar Malik (Hounslow Mayor),
Mr Pattar, Alexander Gough

ou may have noticed a familiar
site if you turned into the national
news in mid-October as the BBC,
ITV and Channel 5 News all paid visits to
The Heathland School. They were here to
feature the record breaking 56 pupils who
were inducted into Mensa. To be accepted,
applicants sit a gruelling IQ test. Only the top
2% of scores are successful in gaining a place
in the organisation. Six Heathlanders even
managed to achieve the maximum score of
162. An outstanding credit to the school to
see such a high rate of success.

F

ive Heathland students
were invited to meet the
Mayor this term as part of
a string of events celebrating
our elevation to ‘World Class’
status. Only 26 other schools
across the country have been
granted the honour. Five Year
13 students submitted an
application of behalf of the
school followed by a gruelling
external assessment centre.
Those students, photographed
above, demonstrated that
Heathland students are
beyond ‘outstanding’ and are
exceptional, compared to
international standards. Mr
Pattar said that he was delighted
to gain this further recognition
from an external body verifying
the rich quality of education at
The Heathland.

Gold Club

To complete the trifecta, the school has once again been awarded Gold Club status. The scheme, set up by Mayor of London Boris
Johnson recognises exceptional educational achievements amongst schools in the capital. Mr Rose, Deputy Head, accepted the award
from Sir John Dunford OBE, the National Pupil Premium Champion, at the awards ceremony at City Hall in September (pics on page 2).
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Caption to
follow...

Pupil
Commissioned
to Produce
Public Artwork
Rahul Karavadra (11Pa) has won
a competition to have a piece
of his art displayed publicly.
The large scale project, twelve
metres long, will be installed as
part of a new development in
Bell Road, Hounslow. In addition
Rahul received a £500 prize at
the end of October from the site’s
developers A2Dominion.

CERN Trip to Geneva

School Council Update
We are pleased to announce that this year’s Senior School Council
Officers are:

L-R: Shayan Imani, Ismail Rashid,
Mustafa Qurashi

L

ast half term, a group
of budding A2 physics
students visited the
European Organisation of
Nuclear Research, gaining
a better understanding of
subatomic particles and their
relevance to the big bang. We
were informed about the Large
Hadron Collider, and how the

L-R: Aysha Aamer, Sruthi
Boppana, Miss N Head
CMS and ATLAS detectors were
responsible for finding the
Higg’s boson (the particle that
gives everything mass). Topping
the trip off with trips to the
United Nations HQ, the city of
Geneva and an unforgettable
trip across Lake Genève, it was
an idyllic week.
Karishma Yadav 13 JE

London Mayor’s Gold Club
Award
From cover story, Deputy Head
Mr Rose receives the Award
from Sir John Dunford OBE.
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Chair: Akshithaa
Sellvarajah (12Je)

Vice Chair: Michael
Ekanem (12Sh)

Secretary: Bhawika
Khatri (12Ho)

Noreen Shaukat, Zabreen Saleem, Ula El-Tayar,
Anastasia Heidari, Lord Singh, Elizah Abbasi, Jimmy
Purewal, Urvashi Boolaky, John Ahmad, Muskan
Kapoor, Mariam Janjooa, Naima Ahmed.

Visit by Lord Singh

Lord Indarjit Singh, one of the most prominent figures in the Sikh Community, visited the school in mid-November. Lord Singh was the first ever
Sikh to be inducted into the House of Lords. He has been awarded OBE and CBE honours. The afternoon session was spent with A-Level Politics
students discussing the pros, cons and possibility of House of Lords reform, as well as subjects related to the subject syllabus. The students
remarked on the honour of meeting such a prestigious figure up close, while Lord Singh himself said he was exceptionally impressed with the
level of questioning.

Maths Masterclass for Year 5 Pupils

Sixth former Rubika Kathirakamu, coordinating well with her primary school counterpart
Mr Stoten and a collection of enthusiastic mathematicians hosted a number of local primary
schools this term in the annual Maths Challenge. Year 5 pupils were put through their paces
in a variety of numerical challenges. Accompanying teachers were pleased to note the
enthusiastic atmosphere throughout the event.

Oxbridge Practice Interviews

P

otential applicants to Oxford and
Cambridge universities were put
through their paces in November
by an interviewing panel of teachers and
consultant doctors. Students were prepared to
demonstrate confidence and enthusiasm in the
interviews themselves later in the year. We are
grateful to the 12 teachers who offered their
time, as well as to the three Heathland alumni
Dr Paresh Mistry, consultant at Hillingdon
Hospital, Dr Arani Nitkunan, consultant at St.
George’s Croydon and Dr. Tharani Nitkunan,
consultant at Epsom and St. Helier’s Hospital.

English Department
Events

The English department have been busy
this term putting on a show or two. First
saw a successful performance of Hamlet at
the Watermans Arts Centre in Brentford as
part of Shakespeare Schools Festival. This
was followed by a deuce of Poetry Slams,
which proved so successful last year. The
first celebrated Immigration and the second
commemorated the centenary of World War
I. Finally, top performing Y9 students such as
Sachi whose Slam-winning poem is featured
here, spent the afternoon at Harry Potter
Word as part of a reward trip.
We grow,
We grow in the fields of the dead,
We grew on top of them they said,
With red leaves from the blood that was shed,
And black centres by the darkness that was fed,
By the hate, the revenge, and the thirst for
power.
We’re now remembered on the eleventh day of
the eleventh hour,
We grow, we grew and we will grow again,
For the hate world will not disappear,
They’re driven for power but also by fear,
We grow.
Sachi Sahi, 9Tu

Former pupil, now Professor
Zafar Bashir, a former pupil of The Heathland School, visited this term to give a fascinating talk on his career and educational journey since
leaving the school in 1981. Now Professor of Neuroscience at Bristol University, Zafar was in the first intake when the school was opened in 1972.
He reflected on his time at the Heathland, his University work as a student and now his role at one of the leading research institutions in the
country.

Friendship
Club

Latin Club

Urwa Zaib, Sammi Johal, Aman Bhalla, Nauman Nadeem

L

atin club has gotten off to an excellent start this year
with students turning up eagerly to chew their way
through verb conjugations and classical texts. Invited
students are the most skilled linguists in the lower school.
The skills they learn will help them in a variety of subjects
from scientific names in biology to the origins of words in
English.

Year 7 Urban Trip

T

he Autumn term means one thing for Year 7: field
work around Hounslow. Sharanya from 7Z1 said, “this
Geography trip was absolutely amazing! I enjoyed the
part when we looked at pictures of the High Street in the
past and compared them to how the High Street is now. We
found out lots of differences which was very interesting.”
Later in the term, students travelled to Shere in Surrey to
compare urban and rural environments.

Rani Agarwal with Miss Heery

Sessions at Friendship Club have
new leaders this term. Gintare
Saladziute (10Di) and Charlie
Gundry (10 Gre), who have both
been attending the club since
Year 7, didn’t want to stop coming
so they decided to take on a
more senior role. To begin their
first session, they delivered a
PowerPoint for the new Year 7’s.
They introduced the club and ran
crafts activities: providing the
materials to make Bowties! Join in
on Fridays in 163M.
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Sela Ayubi and
Zainab Ziaz
during the
session

Advanced Memory Skills Workshop
Aiming to provide us with effective revision the memory skills workshop was an excellent session that taught us numerous methods to practice.
Fun and engaging, it made revision seem motivating! One of the techniques involved associating objects with people or dates so that when the
time came to remember them all we have to do is look around the room and find the object representing that particular piece of information.
Another was making up extremely creative stories in order to remember a sequence of events. I am sure that those in attending will now
implement what we have learnt to help better ourselves and achieve our goals. Sana Ahmed, 13An

Sociology Conference

A

-Level Sociology students
attended a Youth
Conference on Crime
and Punishment this term at
Logan Hall, part of the University
of London. The students got
a fantastic opportunity to
experience a range of respected

Old Operating Theatre Museum
Trips

speakers and reformed criminals
on topical issues relevant for
the sociology examinations.
Students were able to engage
in a direct question and answer
session with the speakers – a very
useful resource for the upcoming
examinations.

Y11 2015 Students Westminster Awards

The following pupils were
selected by their Head of Year,
Miss Legg, to attend an exclusive
awards ceremony at Westminster
Central Hall. There they were
celebrated for their outstanding
attainment at GCSE. These pupils’
excellent GCSE results were due

to their commitment to their
studies, seeking advice from their
teachers and their determination
to succeed. ‘It was a pleasure to
see the pupils being presented
with their certificates at such a
prestigious event,’ wrote Miss
Legg afterwards.

L-R: Agassi Fernandes, Yash Shah, Micha Vidot, Angel Kate Tolentino
This term, A-Level Biology
students made two trips to a
museum that houses the oldest
preserved operating theatre
in Europe. First to witness a
virtual autopsy of King Richard
III, and then to learn about the

great British tradition of body
snatching. “We got to hold the
exact equipment used to do the
incisions of the body during the
post-mortem analysis,” reported
13Ad student Enada Pupla
excitedly.
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Wembley Reward Trip
Students in Year 9 who showed outstanding performance in attendance - Head of Year Mr Dodge’s favourite stat column – were treated to
an historic night at Wembley watching the international football friendly between France and England. On their return, students told of how
honoured they felt to witness in person the demonstrations of silence around the centre circle between the two teams, which showed a mark of
respect for the victims of the recent Paris attacks.

House Dodgeball

Students
turned out
in force to
watch the
teachers
event

A

new instalment as the traditional
all-hands-on-deck house event of
the year, House Dodgeball looks
likely to return in the same position in
2016. A sequence of atmospheric student
events throughout the week culminated
in a thunderous competition between the
teachers. Ultimately triumphing: Shakespeare
house teachers and Key Stage 3 teams, with
Da Vinci taking the Key Stage 4/5 crown.

Mr Nash about to launch

Imaan Mirza, 9Ba

Shakespeare house celebrate

Miss Faulds

Term dates
Spring Term 2016
5th January – 24th March
Half term week: 15th – 19th February
Summer Term 2016
12th April – 20th July
Half term week: 30th May – 3rd June
Autumn Term 2016
6th September – 21st December 2015
Half term week: 24th – 28th October

Lewis Gallifent, 11Au

Mrs Benedict and Da Vinci house

