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Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
 
What’s assessed 
 
Section A: Reading 
• One literature fiction text 
Section B: Writing 
• Descriptive or narrative writing 
 
Assessed  
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
• 80 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 

 
Questions 
 
Reading (40 marks) (25%) – one single text 
• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
• 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) 
• 1 extended question (1 x 20) 

 
Writing (40 marks)(25%) 
• 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 

“Good enough never is.” 
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Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspective 
 
What’s assessed 
 
Section A: Reading 
• One non-fiction text and one literacy non-fiction text 
Section B: Writing 
• Writing to present a viewpoint 
 
Assessed  
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
• 80 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 
 
Questions  
 
Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts 
• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
• 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) 
• 1 extended question (1 x 20) 
 
Writing  
• 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

 
Non-examination assessment: Spoken Language   
(AO7-AO9) 
• Presenting 
• Responding to questions and feedback 
• Use of standard English  

 
Assessed  
• Teacher set throughout course 
• Marked by teacher  
• Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE) 
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Useful websites: 

http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/ 

http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/ 

http://revisionworld.co.uk/gcse-revision/english 

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/few/683 

http://emergencyliterature.wikispaces.com/Sec+4+-+Unseen+Poetry 

http://emergencyliterature.wikispaces.com/Sec+4+-+Macbeth+%28By+Mrs+Laura+Ng%29 
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